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In the tracks of a missionary  –  Chapter 15  “Journey Continues”    

 

 e just completed an incredible “leg” of our 

missionary journey. The road ahead took us to four  

separate missions, all interconnected in this  

remarkable life that God has planned for us.   

 

ur first stop was Schulzendal Mission, earlier this year:  

It was a week of Tom teaching the Book of Joshua to staff, school teachers and 

outside pastors.  The Book was perfectly suited, because the mission is an 

extended family of orphans.  The theme became, “…as for our family, we will 

serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).  Weeks later, Tom and Cheryl facilitated a 

workshop with all staff and teachers on the subject of Christian Ethics.  Mama 

Cheryl, as the staff refers to her, “opened her arms to the poor and extended 

her hands to the needy” (Proverbs 31:20).  She is now mama to over 300 young people from 3 separate 

missions!  (Astounding, especially so with no children of our own!) 

 

Schulzendal opened its doors to fellow missionaries from 

Benin: Pericles, Nathalie and young Nelson.  They were an 

answer to mutual prayer.  Schulzendal 

needed a strong, mature believer to help 

in the literal harvest of a massive bell 

pepper project, and the Biblical harvest 

of souls to teach God’s Word.  Pericles is capable of both: working in the field and feeding absolute Truth and 

Biblical solutions to those whom we could never reach.   Nathalie works in the administrative offices, and 

Nelson is busy growing up!  Coming up next at Schulzendal will be Tom teaching the Gospel of John. 

Next stop, Union Bible Institute (UBI):  For over seventy years, God has used UBI to teach His Word 

and prepare men and women for service.  Tom taught Bible classes at UBI six years 

ago.  UBI has faculty from Dallas Theological Seminar, Moody and Trinity Colleges, 

plus, The Baptist Seminary of Southern Africa.  In January, we were able to enrol 

Aristide Ainanon, another young pastor-student from 

Benin.  He will study three years at UBI, earning his 

Bachelor of Theology Degree and then he plans to return to 

Benin to teach the Word of God.  A year ago Aristide 

could not understand or speak English until he started 

attending Mama Cheryl’s English classes and reading 

books of Esther, Prodigal Son, Trinity and Prayer from our 

Church.  He is now growing in our Pastor’s teaching. 

Prayer Request: That UBI will be used to help Aristide grow in Grace and Knowledge of Jesus Christ:  That he 

will be able to fight the good fight of the faith (1Tim 6:12).  Pray that he will become an example to other 

believers as he takes the Word of God to his home country of Benin (1Tim 4:12). 

The road ahead…. 

Baba Tom & Aristide 

Teachers at Schulzendal 
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hird Stop: KwaSizabantu Mission (KSB):  

This mission is where we were teaching for almost three 

years at Cedar College.  The class which Tom taught the 

most was now graduating, all with Bachelor of 

Education Degrees, many with Distinction and Honours.  

We were invited to the graduation.  Graduates are 

returning to their home 

countries of Germany, 

France, Korea, Switzerland and South Africa.   As is customary at the mission, 

guests are often accommodated in homes of resident missionaries.  We were 

graciously hosted by the Roos Family from the Netherlands, a wonderful, warm and 

wholesome family with five sons, all with Christian values.   

ourth Stop:  Never say Never:  Not Ethiopia!  Not Central Johannesburg!  Not Charismatic!  So, in 

God’s Wisdom (and sense of humour!), Tom was invited to teach at a Bible College in a Charismatic Ethiopian 

Mission in Central Johannesburg!  Our accommodation was 

not dissimilar to the large Osama bin Laden compound in 

Pakistan.  However, our hosts were hospitable and gracious.  

The Mission Leader is Bishop Adane. 

He is also a director of Back to the 

Bible Mission in Barberton (where we 

taught all of last year).  As the doors 

closed at BBM, God opened other doors, 

one being at the Ethiopian Mission.  

We are convinced that God goes before 

us, and leads us to places where even we 

do not wish to go! (John 21:18). However, the pastors, church 

leaders and staff in the week-long hours of teaching were the 

most positive, receptive and inquisitive we have ever 

taught!  Figure that? We have been invited to return to teach 

in July and August and possibly more to follow!  

Prayer Request:  That Tom’s teaching at this mission will prevail and spread throughout the Ethiopian Mission, 

both here in South Africa and Ethiopia (Isaiah 55:11).  Pray for our protection in this hostile environment. 

Following the Ethiopian Mission teaching, we returned to Schulzendal with Bishop Adane, his family and 

another pastor, all Ethiopians.  Pericles was able to orient them as to the mission operations at Schulzendal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter & Bonnetta Roos 

Pastors from the Ethiopian Mission 

Feline student ‘resting’ 

on the Promises of God 

during class! 

Teaching English using the 

Promises of God 

Pericles orienting Ethiopians to Schulzendal 

American, Dutch, Benin, Ethiopian & South 

African Missionaries at Schulzendal 

American/Russian/Ethiopian “collusion” ??? 

At Schulzendal, American/Russian 
Missionaries are also involved in Minnesota. 

One of their missions in the USA is an 
Ethiopian & Somalian church, which have 

brought many Muslims to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Amazing Grace, how God works!! 
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W  histle Stop:  Refreshment and Encouragement:  During March we were once again able to enjoy a 

friend from home.  Terry Wilson from Dallas joined us as we headed into the African wilderness on safari.  We 

have attached just a few pictures from that awesome journey!  If only 

we could preach the Gospel to the animals, we would live 

permanently in the African Bush!!! (Job 12:7-10) 

 

 

 


