In the tracks of a missionary – Chapter 16 “7th Anniversary”

This Year 2018 marks our 7

th

Anniversary as missionaries in South Africa. And our 41st Anniversary as
the Molinar Team, Corporate witnesses for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We can confidently say that
these last seven years have been the best and most incredible years
of our lives together.
Admittedly, serving as missionary
ambassadors in an African country that uniquely survived the
conflicting years of apartheid, was not in our early plans. South
Africa is rightly called a
South Africa’s future is bright:
Miracle Nation because it
High School students at Christian school
should have erupted into
civil war and revolution 25
Cheryl with students in traditional garb
at a Bible College
years ago.
But it didn’t.
Instead, it was also given the name of a Rainbow Nation, being home
to many colours, races and cultures. (Note: Perhaps a more suitable name,
than the USA’s Melting Pot). It is a harvest field planted on rocky and
thorny slopes, but on good soil as well (Mark 4:16-19).

During these initial seven years, we have accomplished nothing that we had set out to accomplish.

Yet,
God worked in ways that we could only follow. He stripped away our expectations: Where to go? What to do?
Who to see? How to achieve? Our adjustments have truly been a “renovation” of thinking, as we have learned
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from Romans 12:2. God has shown us that accomplishments in His
Plan are not necessarily related to our activities. In circumstance after
circumstance we could see how God opened doors for us where
leaders were challenged by God’s Grace in presenting His Truth.
Where the motivation became negative, He moved us on. Where the
motivation was positive, the welcome mat was warm and hospitable,
and we stayed. We realised early in our ministry the need for
mobility and flexibility; Hebrews 12:1 became our marching orders.
Missionaries
on Day 1

Missionaries
after 7 years

e have learned how more can be accomplished with less. The less time we spend on the road, the more
W
time we spend in preparation for teaching. More truth can be
communicated in 5 minutes, whereas no truth comes from human
Thousands of sheep searching for Truth
viewpoint. Yet, we have seen thousands come to salvation because
of God’s Grace, through the power of His Word, in spite of man’s
lies. Our mission is in our own backyard. We haven’t needed much,
and God gives us exactly what we have needed. It is more than we
expected, and now we have come to expect nothing from man, only
from God. Never before have we worked so little for man, and yet,
never before have we had so much from God. Figure that? One
doesn’t need to travel far in South Africa to find people hungry for the Word of God.
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owever, it is disheartening to find missions that are hungry for truth, while the leaders are hungry for
H
power and are in competition. The believers are like sheep surrounded by packs of ravenous wolves. There
may not be “giants in the land,” but there are wolves! These wolves control
what the sheep do, where they go, what they think, and what they eat. They
keep true shepherds from coming into the sheepfold (mission). Truly, we have
had to apply our Lord’s teaching on snakes and doves like never before!
(Matthew 10:16) …Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves;
therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves.) Here in Africa, we
Searching but not finding
have been face to face with many wild animals, but our Lord warned us
specifically of ravenous wolves for good reason! When we are finished with the wolves or the wolves are
finished with us, then God moves us on to other fertile fields, watering holes and feeding grounds.
hrough it all, there is still a joy that comes from believers being of the same mind (like-minded),
T
maintaining the same love, being united in spirit and intent on one purpose (Philippians 2:2). We thank God
for our like-minded friends back home with whom we find encouragement and refreshment. Many have joined
us on this journey, and the short times we have spent together are like the
lingering perfume of expensive oils; or like dung beetles in a fresh rhino midden.
It is no easy task to find like-minded believers in a foreign mission field. Here,
we find ourselves more as did Titus, amongst people in a country who are found
destitute and wanting (Titus 1:5). Yet, Titus was encouraged by Paul’s Letter and
God’s Grace in the midst of destitution. Like-mindedness for us is in each other.
Our ministry is just as much for us as it is for others. Even more so. We thank
Dung Beetles having a great time
in a rhino midden
God that His Plan continues to work with us in mind, together as a Team.
e are always looking forward to the road
W
ahead: Although, our last road was barricaded
with fire and burning tires, we burst through the
barricade as we continued teaching another
group of positive Ethiopian Pastors in
Johannesburg. This was our third trip teaching
Road Barrier on our way to teaching
pastors from Ethiopia; 3 solid days, 7 hours
rd
each day plodding through the Book of Acts. Within the rainbow of people in
3 Group of Ethiopian Pastors
South Africa, God has led us to train many pastors from different African countries. Time and time again, we
see how God causes all things to work together for good to those who love Him.

Pastoral training in the township village of Matsulu is another example of how God works through people

and circumstances to accomplish His purpose. The Adjalala family
from Benin (Pericles, Nathalie and Nelson) and the Molinar Mission
have teamed up to spend Saturdays teaching pastors in a rural village
church of Matsulu. Nathalie prepares lunch, Tom & Pericles prepare
Bible Classes and Cheryl prepares. Pastors attending have mostly
Pericles & Tom “tag team” teaching
been Swazi, Zulu, Tsonga and Shangaan. While Pericles (whose
pastors at Matsulu
home language is French) makes use of a translator, Tom attempts to teach
his classes with a mixture of both English and Zulu. Interestingly enough, they not only get it, they love it!!
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ext stop – Sri Lanka: Fifty years after Cheryl left her birthplace of Sri Lanka, we will be at her old
N
church (Bethesda Gospel Hall), with Tom giving the Christmas message on Christmas Day 2018. This will be
our longest missionary journey to date: Two months in Sri Lanka (December – February). In Cheryl’s early
childhood, there was an American missionary family ministering
through her church in
Colombo, Sri Lanka. Their
Cheryl at her church in Sri Lanka, late ‘50’s
impact upon Cheryl’s life is
what ultimately led her to
America. Two of their sons
have grown up to be
missionaries, just as Cheryl.
One family is serving in
Abu Dhabi, while the other
is lecturing at a Bible
College in Kandy, Sri
Lanka. God has opened the
doors for us to visit both
families on this next journey. Even more interesting is that Cheryl’s
family was associated with the original Back to the Bible Ministry in
Colombo; an international organisation established in 1939. After 80
years, this ministry is still operating throughout the world and we will
be meeting with this organisation as well. We may not know exactly
what lies ahead, but we know that God goes ahead of us on our
journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for
us to camp and to show us the way we should go (Deuteronomy 1:33).
ri Lanka, was called “Ceylon” when Cheryl’s family lived
S
there. Ceylon was colonised by the Brits in 1815, and became
independent in 1948; there was an attempted coup d’état in 1962, after
which time Cheryl’s family immigrated to Australia. The indigenous people are called Sinhalese (pronounced
sing-ha-lese). The majority of them being Buddhists, with a minority being Catholic and Protestant. The other
natives of that country consist of Burghers (mostly from British and Dutch, and some Portuguese descent),
while the Tamils are from Indian descent. Hinduism and Islam were introduced and are practised by the
Tamils. The civil wars that have ravaged the country from time to time have been between the Singhalese and
Tamils. But of recent years, these conflicts have settled and tourism has boomed. The freedom of worship,
religion and Christianity, are open to all and there are no major restrictions. We will know more, first hand,
when we are there for those two months.

Prayer Request: That Christ’s Prayer for all believers as He prayed in John 17:25-26, will become the
focus of our mission and for missionaries around the world: That the Love between God the Father and God the
Son will be the same love that brings unity amongst believers, both here in South Africa and in the USA: That
believers may be as one (John 17:21).
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